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is used with propriety, " if a person has an ideal object, his attachment and sense of duty towards which are able to control and discipline all his other sentiments and propensities, and prescribe to him a rule of life/' what that person will be said to have is a good moral character. Thus the Comtist account of religion corresponds in some measure to morality. But it has scarcely the most distant resemblance to religion. Test it by application to any of the heathen religions, with the exception of Buddhism, and its inaccuracy will be seen at once; while Buddhism only answers to it so far in consequence of being a system of philosophy and a code of ethics as well as a religion. Religion is not essentially synthetic. It does not necessarily tend to unity, and still less is it necessarily a state of perfect unity. In almost all its lower forms, and even in the worships of India and Greece, in may be seen to work towards division and multiplicity. The tendency to unity is only manifested in a religion when the theorising reason obtains the mastery over imagination and phantasy. The mythological processes are the reverse of synthetic or unifying. Nor does religion necessarily and of itself prescribe a universal and comprehensive rule of life. One of the most obtrusive facts presented by the history of religion is, that only in its higher types does religion enter into alliance with morality, and add its